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Leading French cruise line and 5-star Expedition specialist COMPAGNIE DU PONANT has just completed a first in the 
French maritime world with a crossing of the Northwest Passage from Greenland to Siberia on LE SOLÉAL, a luxury 
yacht flying the French flag, specifically designed to navigate in extreme regions. 
 
 
A FIRST UNDER THE FRENCH FLAG 

 
Having left Kangerlussuaq in Greenland on the 26th of August, LE SOLÉAL will arrive in Anadyr in Russia on the16th of 
September, having successfully traversed the North Pole to become the first French commercial ship to take this mythical 
shipping route linking the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean via Arctic islands in North Canada; a legendary passage that 
has inspired generations of navigators since the 15th century. 
 

The ship followed the historic route taken by Roald Amundsen, the Norwegian explorer who in 1906 was the first to 
open the passage at the end of three years of exploration. 
 

More than a century later, Captain Etienne Garcia, who has spent years navigating in polar waters, led this voyage in 
the footsteps of Amundsen, without assistance, through narrow channels of land and moving ice in what is still a little 
known region. 
 
For the 215 passengers on LE SOLÉAL – Solal meaning ‘one who leads the way’ – the latest generation of ship 
specifically designed for polar cruises, it was an unforgettable and moving experience with many exceptional 
encounters along the way. 

 
NORTHWEST PASSAGE CROSSING: extracts from Captain Garcia’s logbook 

 
 
 
 

After a few days sailing from Kangerlussuaq in Greenland, on the 2nd of September LE SOLÉAL enters the famous 
Northwest Passage for a crossing taking 8 days. Moments of intense emotion and concentration for the crew. 

 

3 September 2013 – «Snow covers the mountains on Devon 
Island and passengers wake to find us moored in the 
protected bay of Beechey Island, a poignant reminder of Sir 
John Franklin’s ill-fated expedition. Having set out in 1845 to 
conquer the passage, he was officially declared lost in 
1854 after several years of searching. In this wild, 
inhospitable environment, the discovery of four wooden 
steles marking the graves of the expedition’s sailors gives us 
pause for reflection. »  

4 September 2013 – «Success! We have past the first “bottleneck” of ice in the Prince Regent Inlet. »
 

5 September 2013 – «We came through the Bellot Strait around midday in good conditions and a 5/6 knot current at 
times. The scenery is magnificent, all covered in snow with visibility improving during the crossing. Cherry on the cake: 
we were able to stop at the exit to the Strait opposite a bear and her two cubs! This afternoon, we started our descent 
south pausing to drift in the bay with the ice pack at the end, having spotted 4 bears on the ice, quite a way off but the 
passengers were delighted. »
 

 
 

MARITIME FIRST FOR FRENCH FLAG: 
COMPAGNIE DU PONANT CROSSES LEGENDARY NORTHWEST PASSAGE!



Kangerlussuaq - Nome (22 days/21nights on L’Austral - Departs 26 August 2014

For more information about Compagnie du Ponant please contact Travel the World 
on 1300 804 522 or visit www.traveltheworld.com.au




